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Annual  Report  for  1966 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  1966. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  [quite  favourably  with  the  previous 
year  and  on  the  whole  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  birth  rate  is  down  and  is  the  same  as  for  the  rest  of  the 
country.  The  death  rate  is  a Httle  higher  than  last  year.  There  was 
a total  of  427  deaths  as  against  420  in  1965.  Of  these  427  deaths 
121  died  aged  65-75  and  162  were  75  and  over. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body  was  77 
— the  highest  for  any  year  since  1940,  excepting  1953  and  1959. 
The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung  increased  to  20  (14  in  1965) . 

Deaths  from  cardio-vascular  diseases  were  13  less  than  last  year. 
This  is  showing  a gradual  decline  over  the  past  ten  years.  There 
were  more  deaths  from  both  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  than  in  1965. 
There  were  4 suicides  which  is  the  same  as  last  year.  Deaths  due  to 
motor  accidents  were  halved,  but  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
accidents  was  14 — this  is  3 more  than  last  year. 

There  was  not  a maternal  death. 

There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

There  has  been  the  same  number  of  notifications  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  for  the  past  three  years.  This  continued  as  the  lowest 
number  of  notifications  with  the  exception  of  1960. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  is  visiting  most  areas 
less  than  pre\dously  as  the  number  of  people  using  it  is  decreasing 
and  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  picked  up  by  it  is  becoming 
less  and  less.  Only  1,250  people  were  X-rayed.  Various  conditions 
were  found  but  no  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  discovered.  Details  are 
given  later  in  the  Report. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  picked  up  from 
routine  Heaf  testing  prior  to  B.C.G.  vaccination  at  the  Junior 
Training  Centre.  All  children  and  parents  were  followed  up  including 
taxi  and  bus  drivers  and  conductors.  Nothing  was  found. 
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Some  pupils  had  been  transferred  to  the  Senior  Training  Centre 
and  so  a Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  was  directed  there  to 
carry  out  X-ray  of  all  pupils  and  staff  after  consent  forms  had  been 
received.  One  boy  refused  X-ray.  All  attempts  to  get  him  into  the 
van  were  unsuccessful.  Before  the  end  of  that  month  the  boy 
developed  symptoms  which  led  to  an  X-ray  and  he  was  found  to  be 
positive. 


There  were  35  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  from  the 
General  Hospital.  Last  year  there  were  32.  This  was  over  half  the 
number  notified  for  the  whole  county.  It  certinly  shows  that  our 
local  hospital  is  notifying  all  their  cases.  Only  six  of  the  35  patients 
were  residents  of  this  area.  There  was  no  specific  cause  calling  for 
any  special  investigation. 


Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  totalled  187.  This  is  the  lowest 
number  of  notifications  since  1940.  Measles  of  course  has  made  the 
main  drop  although  there  have  been  many  fewer  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Whooping  Cough  notifictions.  There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of 
these  infections.  There  were  two  cases  of  Meningococcal  Infection — 
only  one  of  which  was  notified  and  of  whom  one  died. 


There  has  been  no  case  of  Dysentery  notified  during  the  past 
three  years. 


No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  has  been  notified.  The 
last  case  of  Poliomyehtis  was  notified  in  1959  and  the  last  Diphtheria 
in  1956.  Vaccination  and  immunisation  are  certainly  proving  their 
worth. 


\'accination  against  Measles  can  now  be  carried  out  but  the 
Minister  of  Health  has  not  yet  passed  this  for  general  use  at  clinics. 
It  is  expensive,  but  apart  from  this  it  is  not  free  from  effects  at  the 
time  of  the  injections,  and  again  there  is  the  big  question — would 
we  just  be  postponing  it  until  adult  life  when  Measles  is  a more 
serious  condition  ? Only  time  can  answer  this.  In  this  country  we 
do  not  have  a great  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  in  childhood. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  a little  lower  than  1965.  There  were 
eighteen  deaths  as  against  twenty-one.  Of  these  eleven  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  one  week  ; two  more  died  under  one  month  and 
a further  five  before  one  year.  Again  of  these  eighteen  deaths  eight 
died  from  prematurity — this  included  three  sets  of  twins.  All  eight 
died  within  hours  of  birth.  Three  deaths  were  caused  by  cerebral 
haemorrhage  due  to  birth  trauma — two  within  hours  of  birth.  Two 
died  from  congenital  abnormalities — one  at  two  hours  and  the 
second  at  sixteen  days. 
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Two  died  from  asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit  aged  three 
months  and  six  months.  Infection  caused  two  deaths — one  from 
pneumonia  at  ten  months  and  one  from  acute  bronchiolitis  at  five 
months.  The  eighteenth  death  was  from  intracranial  venous 
thrombosis  associated  with  gastro  enteritis  aged  four  months. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the 
Senior  Schools.  The  response  continues  to  be  very  good.  I again 
would  like  to  acknowledge  the  willing  co-operation  of  all  head 
teachers. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  is  offered  in  schools  as  well  as 
in  all  clinics  and  general  practionioners’  surgeries.  Immunization 
against  tetanus  and  diphtheria  is  similarly  offered.  The  triple 
immunization  (diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus)  is  carried 
out  during  infancy.  Smallpox  vaccination  is  carried  out  in  the  second 
year  of  life. 


The  Council  sanctioned  the  purchase  of  anti-influenza  vaccine 
for  its  staff  and  workmen.  Eighty- two  persons  availed  themselves  of 
this.  As  we  did  not  have  an  epidemic  it  is  difficult  to  assess  what  help 
was  derived  from  it.  Nevertheless  it  would  be  appreciated  if  this 
could  be  carried  out  again  in  the  coming  year. 


The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  continues  to  supply  twenty-four 
meals  to  old  people  twice  per  week.  As  this  will  be  my  last  Annual 
Report  I would  like  to  thank  sincerely  all  those  who  carry  on  so 
regularly  to  take  the  meals  to  the  old  people.  We  now  have  no 
functioning  Womens  Royal  Voluntary  Service  in  the  town. 


The  chiropody  service  is  functioning  very  satisfactorily.  It  is  run 
by  the  Red  Cross  and  up  to  date  has  been  fully  financed  by  the  Red 
Cross.  It  is  now  operating  once  per  week  and  during  the  year  gave 
386  treatments.  We  are  grateful  to  the  chiropodist  who  gives  her 
services  free. 


The  Meals  from  Neighbours  service  is  used  in  the  villages,  as  the 
need  arises,  and  also  in  the  town  at  the  request  of  the  Hospital 
Almoner.  This  service  too  is  run  by  the  Red  Cross.  We  are  indeed 
indebted  to  the  Red  Cross  for  a lot  of  help  and  would  like  to  offer 
them  our  sincere  thanks. 

The  Red  Cross  will  probably  consider  a Luncheon  Club  later. 
In  the  meantime  they  started  an  over  seventy  tea  club  which  is  very 
popular  and  for  which  there  is  a waiting  list.  Forty-eight  people 
attend  and  the  waiting  list  is  twenty-eight.  Forty-eight  is  the  largest 
number  for  which  they  can  cater. 
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The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continues  to  carry  out 
visiting  of  the  aged  and  the  lonely  and  the  organisation  of  Christmas 
parcels,  helped  by  the  various  organisations.  The  Senior  pupils  at 
the  Grammar  School  are  to  carry  out  a survey  of  the  area  to  find 
any  more  people  who  would  like  to  be  visited. 

The  number  of  people  provided  with  a home-help  during  the  year 
was  312  (302  in  1965).  Details  are  given  later  in  the  Report. 

During  the  year  we  have  suffered  less  vandalism  in  our  public 
conveniences.  Removal  of  coin  locks,  better  lighting  and  better 
decoration  have  not  been  in  vain.  The  Coundon  and  Coundon  Grange 
conveniences  were  demolished  due  to  vandalism  in  the  previous  year. 

332  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  ; 61  by  private  enterprise  ; 
1 by  the  Durham  County  Council  ; and  one  house  converted  to  flats 
making  a total  of  395  new  houses.  267  were  built  in  1965. 

Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  rehoused  during  the  year  and 
this  keeps  us  almost  up  to  date  with  this  problem. 

The  total  number  of  ash-closets  left  at  the  end  of  1966  was  444 — 
a drop  of  266.  Thirty- two  of  these  were  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  and  the  remainder  demolished. 

As  this  will  be  my  last  Annual  Report  before  retiring  I would  very 
much  like  to  thank  my  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
shown  to  me  during  the  past  ten  years. 

I would  also  hke  to  thank  my  staff  for  all  the  help  they  have 
given  me  and  for  their  efficient  work  during  all  these  years. 

Area  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9,336  acres.  The  estimated  population 
in  mid-1966  was  34,780,  an  increase  of  70  on  the  previous  year’s 
estimate. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1966  was  £1,007,022  and  the 
product  of  a penny  rate  £3,976. 

The  number  of  houses  according  to  the  Council’s  rate  book  was, 
at  the  end  of  1966,  11,599. 

Vital  Statistics. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district, 
the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  have  been 
used  and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the  above-mentioned 
estimated  population. 
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Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

572 

295 

277 

* Illegitimate  . . 

35 

18 

17 

Total 

607 

313 

294 

Comparability  Factors:  Births  1.01  ; Deaths  1.14  ; Standard 
Birth  Rate  17.63.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  17.7. 

Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  standard  17.85. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  616  : 315  Males  and  301  Females. 
Illegitimate  live  births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  18  Males, 
17  Females.  5.77% 

Still  Births. 


Stillbirths 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

9 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  . . 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

9 

2 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  14.75. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  15.4. 

Total  live  and  still  births  616.  Males  315.  Females  301 . 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  18.  Males  9.  Females  9. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births.  33.81. 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  35.88. 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births.  24.41. 
Legitimate.  Males  5.  Females  8. 

Illegitimate.  Males  0.  Females  0. 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births.  20.65. 

Legitimate.  Males  4.  Females  7. 

Illegitimate.  Males  0.  Females  0. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  still  births.  37.01. 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion). 

Number  of  deaths.  Nil. 
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Deaths. 


After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable  deaths 
a total  of  427,  (215  Males  and  212  Females)  deaths  of  residents  was 
recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a standard  death  rate  of  14.00  per 
1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  in  1965  was  11.7.  Cardio- vascular  diseases 
accounted  for  165  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  from 
the  various  causes  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Lung  Cancer 

18 

2 

20  ’ 

Other  Cancers 

26 

31 

57 

Leukaemia 

2 

4 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

33 

55 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

54 

43 

97 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

5 

8 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

21 

34 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

17 

26 

Pneumonia 

10 

13 

23 

Bronchitis  . . 

21 

6 

27 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

- 

2 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer 

2 

- 

2 

Gastritis  and  enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

1 

4 

5 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . . 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

4 

- 

4 

All  other  accidents 

7 

7 

14 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . . 

- 

- 

- 

Influenza  . . 

2 

- 

2 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases 

1 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infection  . . 

1 

- 

1 

Syphylitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified 

11 

21 

32 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

Total  . . 

215 

212 

427 

The  table  on  ‘ Causes  of  Death  ' is  based  on  information  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the 
deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
which  occurred  during  1966. 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Total  number  after 

corrected  diagnosis 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

14 

14 

- 

- 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

20 

20 

4 

23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

35 

35 

35 

- 

Measles  . . 

61 

61 

- 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

46 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

8 

1 

- 

Total  . . 

187 

187 

41 

24 

This  is  the  lowest  number  of  notifications  since  1940.  29  of  the 

Puerperal  Pyrexias  were  not  resident  in  this  Urban  District. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  in  arrangement  by  age  groups,  the 
number  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


New 

Cases 

De^^ 

.THS 

Age 

Periods 

Pulm 

3nary 

Nc 

Pulm( 

)n- 

onary 

Pulm< 

onary 

N( 

Pulm 

m- 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1966 

9 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1965 

8 

3 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1964 

7 

4 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1963 

7 

7 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

9 

6 

1 

— 

4 

— 

1 

- 

1961 

12 

8 

4 

3 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1960 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1959 

9 

12 

3 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1958 

16 

8 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

- 

1957 

17 

9 

— 

2 

2 

2 
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MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 
Details  of  the  Unit’s  Visit  are  as  follows  : 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  X-Rayed  . . 567 

683 

1,250 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  Recalled  . . 4 

8 

12 

Number  Referred  to  Doctor  1 

2 

3 

Abnormalities 

Total 

Notified  Tuberculosis 

1 

Healed  Tuberculosis 

5 

Cardiac  Abnormality 

3 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

1 

Bronchogenic  Carcinoma 

1 

Normal  on  Investigation 

3 

Did  not  Attend  Clinic  . . 

1 

15 

WATER 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  took  80  samples  of  water 
during  the  year  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

These  were  classified  as  follows  : 

92.5%  Class  1/2 
Hardness  50  p.p.m. 

Properties  supplied.  12,512 

The  Board  states  the  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  No  houses  are  supplied  from 
street  taps.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  the  fluoride 
content  is  negligible. 

Chlorination  is  carried  out  after  all  main  repairs  and  bacterio- 
logical tests  are  made  until  a satisfactory  result  is  obtained. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Once  again  I have  to  write  that  the  Report  for  1966  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

We  have  made  application  for  Ministry  approval  to  go  out  to 
tender  for  a scheme  for  sludge  de-watering,  new  humus  tanks  and 
mechanised  grit  removal. 
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SEWERAGE 


Tlie  system  continues  to  operate  reasonable  well  in  spite  of  the 
entrance  of  large  amounts  of  grit, 

SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Immunization  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in  their 
homes,  doctors’  surgeries,  County  clinics  or  Schools. 

635  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunization 
treatment.  572  children  received  ' booster  ’ doses,  either 
singly  or  in  combination. 

(b)  Whooping  Cough. 

454  children  were  vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough,  either 
singly  or  in  combination. 

The  administration  of  combined  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  injections  has  naturally  lowered  the  numbers  of 
single  injections  against  each  disease  alone. 

266  ‘ booster  ’ doses  were  administered. 

(c)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

279  primary  vaccinations  and  33  re- vaccinations  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

(i)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : 

582  received  third  vaccinations  (Oral). 

286  received  reinforcing  doses  (Oral). 

1 received  primary  (Salk). 

1 received  reinforcing  (Salk). 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccinations. 

697  children  were  Heaf  tested  ; 46  children  were  positive. 
631  children  were  negative  ; 458  children  were  vaccinated. 
These  figures  apply  to  children  attending  schools  in  the  Bishop 
Auckland  Urban  District. 

(/)  Tetanus  Vaccinations. 

654  Primary.  467  Boosters. 

All  above  relate  to  persons  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 


(g)  Home  Help  Service. 

Number  of  cases  receiving  home  help  at  1/1/66  238 

New  cases  served  during  year  . . . . . . . . 74 

Total  number  of  cases  provided  with  help  during  year  312 
Cases  terminated  during  year  . . . . . . . . 66 

Cases  receiving  the  service  at  31/12/66  ..  ..  246 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  the  carcases  and  organs  of  15,320  animals  were 
inspected  in  the  course  of  994  visits  to  three  slaughterhouses. 
The  number  killed  and  inspected  is  an  increase  of  88%  on  1965. 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Slaughtered 

2649 

251 

46 

7650 

4724 

Number  Inspected 

2649 

251 

46 

7650 

4724 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Parts  of  carcases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

Percentage  condemned  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.6 

Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Parts  of  carcases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

condemned 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  condemned  . . 
Number  of  carcases 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

refrigerated 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Parts  of  carcases 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

condemned 

550 

36 

1 

373 

448 

Percentage  condemned  . . 

11.1 

7.1 

2.1 

3.6 

6.9 

In  addition  the  following  carcase  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  ; 

1,4391b.  Beef. 

475  lb.  Sheep  and  Lamb. 

6261b.  Pork. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS,  1963 


All  slaughtered  animals  were  examined  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Regulations,  and  the  carcases  of  those  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  consumption  were  stamped  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

The  charges  imposed  brought  an  income  of  £732  2s.  6d.  This  is 
compared  with  £432  3s.  3d.  in  1965. 


ICE  CREAM 


Fourteen  samples  were  taken  in  1966  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  graded  for  purity.  The  grades  are  shown  in 
comparison  with  previous  years. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Total 

Grade  1 

3 

2 

11 

24 

10 

13 

12 

8 

83 

Grade  2 

2 

6 

4 

8 

6 

9 

7 

3 

45 

Grade  3 

1 

3 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

28 

Grade  4 

1 

4 

11 

8 

3 

2 

3 

2 

34 

Totals 

7 

15 

38 

44 

20 

26 

26 

14 

190 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

The  results  of  milk  samples  taken  in  the  Urban  Area  by  the 
County  Health  Inspector  were  : 


Number 

Examined 

Tests 

Applied 

T 

est  ResuH 

t 

Designation 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

85 

Methylene 

Blue 

76 

4 

5 

Phos- 

phatese 

85 

- 

- 

Sterihsed 

16 

Turbidity 

16 

- 

- 

Untreated 

13 

Methylene 

Blue 

13 

- 

- 

Biological 

8 

- 

- 

13 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Ninety- three  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  it  was 
necessary  to  serve  notice  to  remedy  defects  or  supply  amenities  in 
eleven  cases  There  were  no  prosecutions. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  274  premises  were  registered,  and  160  had 
received  a general  inspection. 


76%  of  premises  inspected  were  found  to  contravene  the  Act 
and  notices  to  122  owners  or  occupiers  were  issued. 

(a)  Registration  and  Inspections. 


Class  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
Registered 
During 
the  Year 

Total  No. 
of 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
Year 

No.  of 
Registered 
Premises 
Receiving 
a General 
Inspection 
during  the 
Year 

No.  of 

Notices 

Served 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Offices 

8 

79 

56 

46 

Retail  Shops 

5 

172 

88 

66 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses  . . 

7 

7 

4 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments open 
to  the  public  : 
Canteens 

15 

7 

6 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Totals  . . 

13 

274 

160 

122 

(h)  Persons  Employed. 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

Number  of 
Persons 
Employed 
(2) 

Offices 

527 

Shops 

1,538 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  . . 

122 

Catering  Establishments  Open  to  the  Public  . . 

101 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

Total  . . 

2,290 

Total  Males  . . 830  Total  Females  . . 

1,460 

14 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
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HOUSING 


(a)  Clearance  Areas. 

Eighteen  clearance  areas  were  represented  to  the  Council  for 
subsequent  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 


The  Areas  were  : 


Area 

Number  of  Houses 

1 

Westerton  Village 

8 

2 

Quarry  Houses  No.  2 Westerton 

3 

3 

Quarry  Houses  No.  3 Westerton 

4 

4 

Bridge  Row  and  Station  Road, 

St.  Helen’s  . . 

13 

5-11 

Coundon  Nos  8-14 

69 

12-18 

West  Auckland  Nos.  11-17 

102 

(b) 


Total  . . 199 


Individual  Orders. 

Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  : 

House  (s) 

1 and  2 Lockey’s  Buildings,  Coundon 
4 and  5 South  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland 
27b,  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon 
3,  Garden  Terrace,  Coundon  Gate 
1 , 2,  and  3,  Baltic  Cottages,  Witton  Park 
33  and  34,  Park  Road,  Witton  Park 

19,  New  Street,  West  Auckland  . . 

13,  High  Bondgate,  Bishop  Auckland 
5,  North  Bondgate,  Bishop  Auckland 

10,  California,  Witton  Park 
1,  and  12,  Thompson  Street, 

Bishop  Auckland  . . 

11,  and  15,  Park  Terrace,  Coundon  Grange 

13,  Gomer  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland 
16,  Low  Queen  Street,  Witton  Park 
5,  Bridge  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 

20,  Little  Tenters  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 
31,  and  32b,  Edward  Street, 

Bishop  Auckland  . . 

51a,  Front  Street,  West  Auckland 
30,  Woodside,  Witton  Park 

1,  Victoria  Lane,  Coundon 

2,  Park  Terrace  East,  Coundon  Gate 

1 , and  2,  Southbank  Cottages,  Coundon 
20,  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon  . . 

14,  Toadpool,  West  Auckland 

12,  14,  and  16,  Collingwood  Street, 

Coundon 

104,  and  105,  Front  Street,  West  Auckland 
9,  Newton  Cap  Bank,  Bishop  Auckland  . . 

A Total  of  39  Houses 


Order 

Undertakings 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Closing 

Demohtion 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Closing 
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The  following  were  submitted  to  the  Council  as  unfit,  but 
Orders  had  not  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year  : 

36,  Thomas  Street,  Auckland  Park. 

East  Farm  Cottage,  Middlestone. 

Boat  House,  Middlestone. 

4,  8,  9,  and  10,  High  Road,  Middlestone. 

10,  Gaunless  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland. 

53b,  Park  Road,  Wit  ton  Park. 

Altogether  238  houses  were  represented  either  individually  or 
collectively  during  1966. 

(c)  Houses  where  defects  were  remedied. 

1.  Public  Health  Act.  By  Owner  By  Local  Authority 

(i)  After  Informal  Action  103 

(ii)  After  Formal  Action  41  21 

2.  Housing  Acts 

(d)  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  1 
Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificate  . . . . 1 

Number  of  Undertakings  received  . . . . - 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  . . 1 

(e)  Inspections. 

(i)  Under  PubHc  Health,  Housing  and  Rents  Act  2,114 

(ii)  Under  Housing  and  House  Purchase  and 

Housing  Acts  . . . . . . . . 183 

(/)  Houses  Demolished  or  Closed. 

Demolished  Rehoused 


or  closed 

Persons 

Families 

(i) 

In  Clearance  Areas 

Houses  unfit  for 

human  habitation  369 

848 

247 

(ii) 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 
Action  under  Section  17  (1) 

1957  Housing  Act  13 

26 

8 

(iii) 

Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

Action  under  Section  16  (4) 
and  17  (1)  Housing  Act, 

1957  38 

116 

33 

(g)  Improvement  of  Houses. 

1 . Standard  Grants. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  submitted  in  1966  . . 23 

(ii)  Number  of  applications  rejected  . . . . . . - 

(iii)  Total  Number  of  applications  approved  since 

inception  . . . . . . . . . . . . 414 

(iv)  Total  Number  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  . . 365 


18 


2.  Discretionary  Grants. 


(i)  Number  of  applications  submitted  in  1966  . . 63 

(ii)  Number  of  applications  rejected  . . . . . . - 

(iii)  Total  Number  of  applications  approved  since 

inception  . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

(iv)  Total  Number  of  Grants  paid  since  inception  . . 186 


(h)  New  Houses. 

395  new  houses  were  provided  in  the  Urban  District — 127  more 
than  in  1965. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Built  by  Council 

58 

84 

61 

63 

- 

40 

245 

332 

Built  by 

Private  Ent. 

31 

30 

18 

56 

63 

123 

22 

61 

Built  by  D.C.C. 

15 

- 

- 

8 

3 

- 

- 

1 

Converted 
into  Flats 

3 

- 

- 

2 

11 

- 

- 

1 

Converted 
from  other 
Premises 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

107 

114 

80 

129 

77 

163 

268 

395 

(i)  Rehousing  - Housing  Allocations. 


New 

Dwellings 

Re-Lets  of 
Existing 
Accommodation 

Total 

Slum  Clearance 

201 

78 

279 

General  List 

86 

8 

94 

Aged  Persons  List  . . 

2 

12 

14 

Keyworkers 

Transferred 

7 

3 

10 

Sitting  Tenants  . . 

36 

50 

86 

Totals 

332 

151 

483 

19 


(ii) 

Overcrowded  Families. 

Of  the  483  families  rehoused  during  the  year,  174  were 
statutorily  overcrowded. 

(iii) 

Families  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Four  cases  were  rehoused  in  1966. 

(j)  Housing  Waiting  List. 

As  at  31st  December,  1966 


Tenants 

Sub-Tenants 

Total 

General  Waiting  List 

346 

64 

410 

Aged  Persons  Waiting  List 

209 

17 

226 

Totals 

555 

81 

636 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SUMMARY 

Number 

Particulars  of  visits 


Factories  Acts 

7 

Pubhc  Health  Acts 

..  1,125 

Housing  Acts 

. . 989 

Grants — Improvements 

183 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  . . 

78 

Drainage  . . 

. . 250 

Conversions 

14 

Public  Cleansing  . . 

401 

Miscellaneous 

. . 381 

Market 

40 

Food  Premises 

93 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

. . 266 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

. . 994 

Total  . . 4,821 

Number  of  Interviews  . . 570 
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CONVERSIONS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE  SYSTEM 


Thirty- two  ashclosets  were  converted  to  water  carriage.  At  the 
end  of  the  year — due  to  conversions,  demolitions,  improvements 
and  the  erection  of  new  houses — the  numbers  of  the  various  sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  Urban  District  were  as  follows  : 

Water  Closets  . . . . 12,943 

Ashclosets  . . . . . . 404 

Ashpits,  etc.  . . . . 40 

Since  1954,  2,119  conversions  have  been  carried  out. 


Conversions 

Local 

Year 

Owners 

Authority 

Total 

1954 

110 

317 

427 

1955 

117 

34 

151 

1956 

115 

232 

347 

1957 

57 

188 

245 

1958 

70 

271 

341 

1959 

61 

92 

153 

1960 

59 

- 

59 

1961 

42 

- 

42 

1962 

40 

161 

201 

1963 

16 

79 

95 

1964 

20 

- 

20 

1965 

6 

- 

6 

1966 

2 

30 

32 

Totals 

715 

1,404 

2,119 

21 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of 

Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  Properties 

in  District 

13,761 

69 

2.  [a)  Total  Number  of  prop- 

erties  inspected  following 

notification 

301 

7 

(b)  Number  Infested  by — 

(i)  Rats 

202 

7 

(ii)  Mice 

18 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  prop- 

erties inspected  for  rats 

and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

33 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  by — 

(i)  Rats 

31 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

22 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


ON 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  present  trend  for  refuse  to  increase  in  volume  continues,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  go  on  getting  bulkier  for  some  years,  due 
to  the  increasing  use  of  packaging  which  arises  as  a result  of  improved 
living  standards,  greater  emphasis  on  food  hygiene,  greater  demand 
for  consumer  goods,  a proliferation  of  self-service  stores  and  super- 
markets with  goods  delivery  service,  and  an  increased  use  of  non- 
solid fuels  for  domestic  purposes. 


Already  the  majority  of  households  produce  more  than  a bin 
equivalent  capacity,  and  it  is  projected  that  in  ten  to  fifteen  years 
this  volume  may  well  have  doubled. 


This  means  in  practical  terms  less  refuse  in  each  vehicle  and 
consequently  more  visits  to  the  refuse  disposal  point — which  pin- 
points the  essence  of  this  aspect  of  public  cleansing,  viz:  reduced 
time  available  for  collection. 


Although  the  weekly  service  to  households  was  maintained,  this 
reduced  effective  time  available  is  reflected  in  the  drop  in  tonnage 
of  paper  and  cardboard  collected,  baled  and  despatched. 


House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

This  service  is  weekly  to  all  households  and  the  majority  of 
commercial  and  industrial  premises,  although  in  some  latter  cases 
collections  are  made  more  frequently. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  a trial  paper 
sack  scheme  at  approximately  one  hundred  dwellings,  the  majority 
to  go  to  the  Meadow  View  Estate,  West  Auckland  when  completed. 


Disposal. 

Three  refuse  tips  again  were  used,  viz:  Witton  Park,  Newfield 
and  Gurney  Valley. 


400  ticket  were  purchased  by  private  individuals  or  firms 
allowing  them  to  dispose  of  refuse  at  Gurney  Valley.  At  7/6d.  per 
ticket  the  income  was  £150. 
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Salvage. 

^ During  1966,  99  tons  9 cwts.  and  1 qr.  of  salvage  were  despatched 
to  Board  Mills  or  Paper  Merchants. 


Despatch  of  Salvage 


Date 

No.  of  Bales 

Grade 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

17/3/66 

160 

Mixed  Paper 

14 

14  0 

25/5/66 

240 

Fibreboard  . 

16 

15  0 

29/7/66 

300 

Mixed  Paper 

24 

2 0 

11/10/66 

140 

K.L.S. 

7 

1 2 

18/10/66 

112 

K.L.S. 

7 

18  3 

14/12/66 

119 

Mixed  Paper 

10 

5 0 

19/12/66 

88 

Mixed  Paper 

7 

8 0 

20/12/66 

126 

Mixed  Paper 

11 

5 0 

Paper  Tonnage. 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

1957 

40 

0 

0 

1958 

51 

9 

0 

1959 

73 

2 

0 

1960 

168 

14 

0 

1961 

170 

6 

1 

1962 

159 

17 

0 

1963  . . 

196 

19 

3 

1964 

181 

18 

3 

1965 

140 

16 

1 

1966 

99 

9 

1 

Total 

1,282 

12 

1 
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Income. 

Income  from  waste  paper,  cardboard,  trade  refuse  charges  and 
disposal  charges  was  £1,864  7s.  4d. 

The  value  of  the  despatched  salvage  was  £929  4s.  Od.  and  that 
of  trade  refuse  collected  was  £785  3s.  4d. 

Together  with  the  £200  paid  each  year,  since  1958  by  a Contractor 
at  Gurney  Valley  Tip,  the  income  for  the  period  1957-1966  was: 

£20,146  4s.  lOd. 


Year 

Paper 

Sales 

Trade 

Refuse 

Scrap 

Total 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1957 

290 

12 

6 

122 

7 

10 

41 

15 

0 

454 

15 

4 

1958 

318 

3 

9 

261 

1 

3 

21 

14 

6 

600 

19 

6 

1959 

633 

7 

6 

399 

16 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1,042 

3 

6 

1960 

1,133 

8 

0 

656 

13 

0 

8 

1 

0 

1,798 

2 

0 

1961 

1,128 

14 

6 

1,015 

5 

0 

104 

13 

0 

2,248 

12 

6 

1962 

1,359 

7 

9 

1,034 

9 

0 

3 

4 

0 

2,397 

0 

9 

1963 

1,575 

7 

3 

1,156 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2,731 

15 

4 

1964 

1,455 

17 

6 

1,258 

19 

9 

2 

5 

0 

2,717 

2 

3 

1965 

1,326 

7 

2 

1,179 

0 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2,505 

7 

8 

1966 

929 

4 

0 

785 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1,714 

7 

4 

Totals 

£10,150 

9 

11 

£7,869 

3 

9 

£190  12 

6 

£18,210 

6 

2 

Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  all  repairs  and  defects  were  swiftly  attended  to, 
thus  reducing  the  temptation  to  inflict  further  damage  by  vandals. 

At  the  Market  Place  convenience,  a new  urinal  range  was 
installed,  and  the  steps  leading  to  both  Men's  and  Women’s  con- 
veniences were  repaired,  and  non -slip  tiles  fixed  on  each  tread. 

Unfortunately,  vandalism  forced  the  Council  to  decide  that  the 
public  conveniences  at  Coundon  and  Coundon  Grange  should  be 
demolished. 
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Staff. 

The  following  table  shows  time  lost  due  to  sickness,  absenteeism 
and  holidays  in  1966. 


Month 

Sickness 

Absent 

HoHdays 

Total 

January 

73 

24 

1 

764 

February 

81 

5 

3 

89 

March 

82 

94 

8 

994 

April  . . 

28 

25 

53 

May  . . 

27 

144 

31 

724 

June  . . 

- 

43 

43 

July 

- 

1 

84 

85 

August 

25 

54 

106 

1364 

September  . . 

32 

8 

42 

82 

October 

- 

27 

25 

52 

November 

26 

27 

30 

83 

December 

24 

3 

1 

28 

Totals 

398 

103 

399 

900 

Time  lost  from  all  causes  represented  15%  of  working  time. 
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The  following  table  compares  time  lost  due  to  sickness  in  1966 
with  the  preceding  nine  years. 


Number  of  Days  Lost  Due  to  Sickness 


Month 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

January 

72 

82 

5 

31 

30 

35 

16 

52i 

67 

73 

February 

35 

89 

56 

54 

84 

109 

25 

99 

73 

81 

March 

47 

53 

37 

15 

31 

54 

31 

59 

91 

82 

April 

44 

35 

54 

13 

48 

60 

13 

74 

84 

28 

May 

17 

16 

47 

21 

42 

88 

1 

63i 

60 

27 

June 

2 

29 

7 

- 

50 

41 

5 

55i 

100 

- 

July 

5 

10 

5 

- 

31 

37 

13 

30 

48 

- 

August 

14 

41 

21 

11 

11 

27 

10 

30 

48 

25 

September 

82 

85 

46 

53 

10 

22 

20 

70| 

55 

32 

October 

32 

45 

14 

40 

15 

45 

35 

67 

39 

- 

November 

17 

2 

- 

65 

18 

11 

20 

66 

24 

26 

December 

25 

2 

43 

37 

22 

3 

1 

67f 

30 

24 

Totals 

392 

489 

335 

340 

382 

532 

190 

734f 

719 

398 

Time  lost  in  1966  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism  was  511  days. 

Compared  with  previous  years. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Time  Lost 

/o 

6.05 

7.63 

5.78 

5.94 

6.3 

8.57 

3.46 

11.5 

14.0 

8.7 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Notifications  and  Deaths 

(excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Food  Poisoning) 
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